L7.3a Multiplying Rational Functions
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The polynomials need to be factored first, and then the

commeon factors can divide out; %

The expression 3 — x should be factored into —(x — 3) before
dividing out the common factor; —(x — S)or 5 — x,
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.F: Sample answer: Multiplying the numerators and

denominators before simplifying was faster because you only
have to simplify the expression once.



